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CRETAN SITES.

PALAIKASTRO. KNOSSOS.

(6) Late Minoan II.
Block 0 1-22 deserted.
Floor deposits in | , e,

and fillers from 8.

Palace style. The
phase reached at
the destruction of
the Later Palace.

(c) Late Minoan III . !'
(1) L.M. III . a.

Bathroom in y filled
up.

Aapvaf burials on
cliff. ;

Latest floor deposits
in 5 and IT.

(2) L.M. III . b.
Latest floor deposits

i n y . '•
Bee - hive T o m b

(B.S.A. viii. p.
3O3)- I

OTHER SITES.

Zakro. Pottery from
houses. J.H.S.
xxiii. p. 254.

Tombs at Kalyvia
near Phaestos (un-

• published)

Re-occupation
period.

Iron age. Geometrical Potter)'.

NON-CRETAN
SITES.

Phylakopi. Second or
Early period of third
city.

Vaphio tomb.
Mycenae. Shaft graves

end.

The later part of this
period is represented
by the ware of Ialysus,
Tel-el-Amarna, etc. It
is the period of the
' widest diffusion' of
Mycenaean pottery.

The centre of the My-
cenaean worlds shifts
to the mainland.

The periods specially illustrated by this season's work are the Early
Minoan and Late Minoan III a. The pottery of' Class B ' has been raised
to its rightful position as the humbler ware of the Second Middle Minoan
period by the discovery of the finer fabrics that are contemporary with it,
whilst the quantity of Late Minoan I. pottery has been largely increased.
The several new fabrics, almost new to Palaikastro, that fall under the
Early Minoan will be described, with the circumstances of their discovery,
in the following section.

AND EARLY MlNOAN DISCOVERIES.§ 2.—Ta '

Although the slopes of the Kaarpi had been rifled by native diggers
there were indications on the southern side, at a site called Ta ' E % ( « o ,
that something still remained. The trial pits struck at once two small
burial-enclosures, lying close together. The northern of the two proved
to be a structure some six by seven metres, with the western wall lacking,
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divided into two unequal compartments. The earth was very shallow,
and the walls, only a foot or so high, almost appeared above the surface.
The objects found in it were Early and Middle Minoan ; the burial is
thus the earliest yet found at Palaikastro. One compartment contained a
few bones and a fragment of a skull, the other nothing that could be
identified as a human bone, but a number of Early and Middle Minoan
vases, a very finely worked shallow stone basin with four lug-handles, a
fragment of a triton-shell, an object constantly found in the ossuaries, and,

FIG. 1.—EARLY MINOAN VASES. (Scale 1:6.

perhaps the most interesting of all, a small clay model of a flat-bottomed
boat with a raised prow and the remains of two thwarts.

The position of the vases and other objects, not with the remains, as
in the Middle Minoan ossuaries, but in a separate though adjacent
and communicating compartment, is of great interest. From the
small number of bones it would seem that this was the tomb of one
man only. After burying the body in the one compartment, it seems
as if the other was left open as a sort of mortuary chapel for offerings,
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and the vases used for this purpose allowed to accumulate. By means of
these vases we can date the burial. Besides a number of fragments,
twenty-five vases were found fairly complete. Of these three resembled
egg-cups, eleven were long-nosed jugs, and eleven were small Middle
Minoan vases like those from the other ossuaries. The Early Minoan
character of the egg-cups and long-nosed jugs is proved by the discovery
this year of fragments of similar vases stratified below Middle Minoan
remains in the excavation of S 32 described below. Fig. 1 shows these
jugs and cups together with the boat. The jug i with stripes of dull black
paint is also shown in Fig. 3, b. The finding of both Early and Middle
Minoan vases here shows that the continuous tendance of the tomb lasted
on into Middle Minoan times. The discovery also this year at Patema
of a two-faced ivory stamp and a bronze dagger, both of forms which, thanks
to recent discoveries at H. Triadha near Phaestos supplementing the
deposit at H. Onouphrios, can now be definitely set down as Early
Minoan, show clearly that some of these Middle Minoan ossuaries were
already in use in the preceding period.

The full bearing of the Early Minoan ware in this burial is
apparent when it is connected with the finds above-mentioned in the
deeper strata underlying 8 32. This was a small paved room belonging to
the Late Minoan III Mansion. Below the pavement and at the level of the
foundation of the ashlar wall that bounds the room on the west, were
found cups of the early cemetery types shown in B.S.A. ix. p. 302, Nos.
1 and 2, belonging, that is, to the early part of the Middle Minoan
period. Below the -6o m. occupied by this stratum was '50 m. of earth
containing but few sherds, but amongst them some showing geometrical
designs of hatched triangles and circles on a dark ground. The best, and
amongst them one with a similar design in dark-on-light, are shown in
Fig. 2, a, g, j and k. These were supplemented by a number of such
sherds from deep down in a trial trench that was sunk in the field west
of Block I (Fig. 2 b-f, k, i, and /).

This ware, the latest that Dr. Evans has classed as Early Minoan,1 is
as yet only thus scantily represented at Palaikastro.2 The patterns are the
same as those described by Dr. Evans, B.S.A. ix. p. 18, 19, hatched chevrons,
dots, and hatched triangles joined at the apex. These triangles are some-

1 B.S.A. ix. p. 19.
2 Great quantities of such sherds have now been found at Gournia.
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times formed by the quadrants of a circle, each circle being, as in Fragment
/ in the figure, joined to the next in the pattern by transverse lines pro-
ducing somewhat the effect of a spiral. Side by side with these patterns
are found rough dark stripes laid directly on the clay, as in Fragment /.
As far as the forms can be made out, cups are as usual most frequent,
but hole-mouthed jars and jugs are found. This entirely geometrical

FIG. 2.—EARLY MINOAN GEOMETRIC WARE. (Scale 1 : 2.)

style of ornament is nearly as stiff as the incised patterns which it so
clearly imitates. It thus shows us a fresh step in the progress of Minoan
art from the rigidity natural to incised work through the stiff early Middle
Minoan style to the free naturalism that marks the beginning of the Late
Minoan period.

Below this geometrical ware again at a depth of roo below the founda-
tion of the Late Minoan wall was found a thickly packed stratum of broken
pottery, "15 to "25 thick, resting upon untouched soil. This was identically
the same fabric as the Early Minoan vases found in the burial at Ta
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d. All the pottery was much broken, but it was possible to
recognize the shape of the egg-cup vases, the long-beaked jugs, some of
the fragments of which were decorated with the same black stripes as the
jug from Ta 'JLWrjvucd shown in Fig. 3, b. Cups with a small lug-handle and
spout, and a groove along the edge, were also made out. These are
identical with a cup found by Mr. Hogarth in an early cave burial at Kato
Zakro. It is figured in B.S.A. vii. p. 144, Fig. 52, being the first on the
left in the second row. It is there associated with incised ware like that
from the Palaikastro ossuaries, a geometrical dark-on-light ware, and a cup
that looks almost Middle Minoan. As a collection of Early Minoan
fabrics this Zakro burial is extremely valuable. Another shape was almost
fully pieced together from the 8 32 fragments. This is the one-handled
vase with long horizontal spout shown in Fig. i,/i, in the bottom row. This
extraordinary vessel resembles a vase found in 1902 on the gravel ridge
figured in B.S.A. ix. p. 307, Fig. 7, No. 1, as the parent of the Middle
Minoan bridge-spouted one-handled jars. Both of these spouted vases and
many of the sherds show the highly polished surface, red shading into black,
noticed by Mr. Hogarth in describing the cup from Kato Zakro. The
ware, though well made, shows no certain traces of the use of the wheel.
The handles are attached in the peculiar way characteristic of the early
geometric ware of Phylakopi.1 They are stuck through a hole made in
the side of the vase, and the clay smoothed off outside and, where the
mouth of the vase is sufficiently large for this to be possible, inside also.
This set of vases is especially valuable, as both the shapes and the technique
are so marked and distinct, that even quite small sherds can be recognized
and used for dating the deposit in which they occur.2

But S 32 carries us still further back. In digging out the whole room
in search of more of this ware, it was found that the surface of the rock was
very irregular. In one place there was a pocket, '45 to -55 m. deeper than
the rest of the room, which contained the earliest ware of all, although,
curiously enough, actually above this ware no sherds of the sort just
described were found. Its depth and character, however, leave no doubt
as to its earlier date. Though it was all in small pieces it was possible to
put together three fairly complete vases. These are roughly hand-made of
a smooth reddish clay, without polish or slip. Of the vases put together,

1 Phylakopi, p. 94.
' A splendid set of complete vases of this style has been found at Basilike near Gournia.
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one is a rough jug '22 m. high, another, shown in Fig. 3 a, is a similar jug
with a geometrical decoration of hanging loops in white paint, a decoration
found also on incised ware. The third vase is of greater interest. It is
the upper part of an askos, with a much ruined decoration of white lines,
which, so far as the handle and fragment of lip preserved go, resemble the
geometric beaked jugs from Melos shown in Phylakopi, PI. IX. Except for
its more open mouth, another interesting parallel is afforded by the shape
given by Dr. Evans, Cretan Pictographs, p. 63, Fig. 52 a, as taken from
the most primitive class of triangular sealstones.

a b
F I G . 3 . — E A R L Y M I N O A N J U G S . (Scale 1 :3 . )

Though it is tempting, it would perhaps be premature to take these
three successive styles as a basis for establishing subdivisions in the Early
Minoan period.1 The place of the later incised fabrics especially must first
be more clearly determined. Meanwhile certain objects found with this
pottery are worth recording, as indications of the external relations of
Palaikastro at this time. Thus amongst the upper stratum of Early

1 In a paper read before the Archaeological Congress at Athens after this was written,
Dr. Evans was able to class the second of these, the ware of Fig. I, as Early Minoan II, and the
third, the ware shown in Fig. 2, as Early Minoan III.
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Minoan ware characterized by the long-beaked jugs were found (i) a
fragment of obsidian, and (2) a fragment of an ostrich egg. Two much-
broken triton-shells were of course local. The lowest level gave an
indication pointing to a positive date, for amongst these sherds was found
a clay ' loom-weight' of a somewhat unusual oval form with a circular
seal-impression on one side. The design consists of four spirals converg-
ing from the circumference, and closely resembles that engraved on two
stones in the Candia Museum, one from Knossos and the other from
H. Onouphrios.

The structure at Ta 'EWrjviicd close by the Early Minoan burial
described above was found to be a small Middle Minoan ossuary of the
same type as that found on the gravel ridge in 1902 (B.S.A. viii. p. 290),
but smaller and simpler. It consisted of only two compartments, side by
side, enclosed by low walls ; one of these was very small, and contained
only one burial. This was struck first, and yielded at once a triangular
engraved prism-seal of white steatite. The body had rested on a layer of
small round pebbles from the sea, such as were often mixed with plaster
for the floors in the houses. The only other objects found were a few
sherds and a pierced stone. The larger division, about 4/00 by 5-oo m., was
on the other hand, quite full of bones, closely packed together. The
interments were certainly not all secondary, for there were two clear cases
of contracted burials. The bodies, as in the contracted burial found last
year at Patema (B.S.A. ix. p. 354, Fig. 5), lay on the left side, with the
head towards the east. The condition of the bones was worse than in the
other cemeteries, and the skulls in particular were much crushed. There
was a good deal of pottery, all of the Middle Minoan kind yielded by the
other ossuaries. Twenty-three vases were complete, of which eleven were
the plain handleless cups shown in B.S.A. ix., p. 302, Nos. 6, 6a, 6b. No
painted ware was found. The other finds, besides the prism-seal
mentioned above, were, a small bronze button plated with gold foil, two
miniature bronze sickles, a quartz crystal, a pair of bronze tweezers and a
small stone vase.

§ 3.—BLOCKS K AND X.

A little west of the town-site lies a hillock called TO Ke<f>a\aKi or TOU
Kova TO Ke<f>d\i, the KovaSe? being a family living at Karydhi, to whom
the land formerly belonged. The west side and top of the hillock are


